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CONSTITUTION

OF THE

CITIZEN POTAWATOMI NATION

PREAMBLE

We,theCitizenPotawatomiNation,sometimesdesignatedasthePotawatomiTribeof
Oklahoma,infurtheranceofourinherentpowersofself-government,inordertotakeadvantage
oftheopportunitiesforeconomicindependenceandsocialadvancementofferedbytheThomas-
RogersOklahomaIndianWelfareActofJune26,1936,(49Stat.1976),doherebyadoptthis
ConstitutionpursuanttotheOklahomaIndianWelfareActofJune26,1936(49Stat.1967)
whichshallsupersedetheconstitutionapprovedbytheSecretaryoftheInterioronOctober17,
1938,andratifiedonDecember12,1938,andamendedonSeptember27,1956,December27,
1960,April24,1961,September21,1970,April20,1983,andApril8,1996,withratification.

ARTICLE 1 – NAME

TheofficialnameofthisTribeshallbetheCitizenPotawatomiNation.

ARTICLE 2 – OBJECTIVES

Section 1. TheobjectiveoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationinorganizingunderthisConstitution
shallbe:

(a) TopromotethegeneralwelfareoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationandits
membersbyexercisingtothefullestextenttheinherentpowersofself-government
vestedintheTribesincetimeimmemorialandanyadditionalpowersofself-
governmentvestedintheTribebyFederalorstatelaw.

(b) TosecurefortheTribeanditsmembersthepowers,benefits,rights,and
privilegesprovidedforinArticle1,Section8oftheConstitutionoftheUnited
States,theActofJune18,1934(48Stat.984)andtheOklahomaIndianWelfare
ActofJune26,1936,(49Stat.1967).
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(c) Tosecurethepowers,benefits,rights,andprivilegesasprovidedbyanylawsof
theUnitedStatesnoworhereafterenactedforthebenefitofIndiansorother
citizensoftheUnitedStates.

(d) Tosecure,fortheCitizenPotawatomiNation,aCharterofIncorporationfrom
theSecretaryoftheInteriorthatallowsthetribetoenjoy,thosepowers
specificallymentionedintheOklahomaIndianWelfareActofJune26,1936(49
Stat.1967).

ARTICLE 3 – MEMBERSHIP OF TRIBE

Section 1.ThemembershipoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationshallconsistofthefollowing
persons:

(a) AllpersonsofIndianbloodwhowerebonafidemembersoftheCitizen
PotawatomiNationandwhowereenrolledorwereentitledtobeenrolledonthe
officialcensusrolloftheBandonJanuary1,1937.

(b) EachchildofCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianbloodbornsincethedateofsaid
rollwhoseparentsis,orwas,amemberoftheTribe.

(c) EachchildoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianbloodofamarriagebetweena
memberoftheTribeandanyotherperson.

(d) AsusedinthisArticle,theterm“amemberoftheTribe”meansamemberofthe
Tribeatthetimeofthechild’sbirth,or,inthecaseofaposthumouschild,if
membershiprightsareclaimedthroughthedeceasedparent,theparentwasa
memberoftheTribeatthetimeofdeath.

(e) TheburdenofproofastoeligibilityformembershipintheCitizenPotawatomi
Nationwillbeontheclaimantformembershipineachcase.

(f) TheBusinessCommitteeshallhavepowertoprescriberulesandregulations
coveringfuturemembershipincludingadoptionsandthelossofmembership,
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subjecttoconfirmationbyamajorityofthevotescastforaGeneralCouncil
referendumcontainingsuchrulesandregulationsinaregularorspecialelection.

(g) NomemberoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationmayholdmembershipinanyother
Indiantribe.

ARTICLE 4 – TRIBAL JURISDICTION

Section 1.ThejurisdictionandgovernmentalpowersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationshall,
consistentwithapplicableFederallaw,extendtoallpersonsandtoallrealandpersonal
property,includinglandsandnaturalresources,andtoallwatersandairspacewithintheIndian
country,asdefinedin18U.S.C.section1151oritssuccessor,overwhichtheCitizen
PotawatomiNationhasauthority.

Section 2.ThejurisdictionandgovernmentalpowersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationshall
also,consistentwithapplicableFederallaw,extendoutsidetheexteriorboundariesoftheCitizen
PotawatomiNationtoalltribalmembers.Thesepowersshallalsoextendtoanypersonsor
propertywhichare,orasmayhereafterbe,includedwiththejurisdictionoftheCitizen
PotawatomiNationunderanylawsoftheCitizenPotawatomiNation,anyState,ortheUnited
States.

Section 3.ThejurisdictionandgovernmentalpowersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationshallbe
exercisedbythreeseparatebranchesofTribalGovernment:Legislative,ExecutiveOfficersand
Judicial.AlllegislativepowersareembodiedintheTribalLegislature(alsocalledtheBusiness
Committee),includingappropriationofalltribalmoneys.Allexecutivepowersareembodiedin
theExecutive,includingthemanagementofthebusinessoftheTribe,supervisionoftribal
employees,enforcementoftriballaw,andexpenditureofalltribalmoneys.Alljudicialpowers
areembodiedintheJudiciary.Appropriatelegislationshallbeadoptedtoprovideforatriballaw
enforcementagencyandotherappropriateadministrativeagenciesoftheTribe.

ARTICLE 5 – Citizen Potawatomi Nation Indian Council
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Section 1. ThereshallbeaCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncil(Council).The
membershipoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncilshallbeallCitizenPotawatomi
NationIndians,18yearsofageorolderwhohavenotbeenadjudgedincompetentbyacourtof
competentjurisdiction.

Section 2.TheBusinessCommitteeshallprovidefortheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndian
Councilrulesofprocedure,subjecttothisConstitution,byappropriatelegislation,andthe
CitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncilshallexercisesuchauthorityandpowersasare
delegatedtoitbythisConstitution.

Section 3.ThereisreservedtotheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCounciltheauthorityto
approveallactionsoftheBusinessCommittee,ortodelegatespecificauthoritytotheBusiness
Committeetotakeparticularactions,priortoanysuchactionoftheBusinessCommittee
becomingeffective,whichresultsin:

(a) theappropriationandbudgetingofmoneysoftheCouncilheldintrustbythe
TribeastheproceedsofanyclaimagainsttheUnitedStates,includinginterest
earnedthereonforexpenditureforthebenefitofthetribe;

(b) thesaleofanylandorinterestinlands,andinconnectionwiththepurchaseof
landsorinterestinlands,toauthorizeandcausetobeexecutedamortgageor
encumbrancecoveringorextendingtopropertynotbeingpurchased.

(c) approvalofanysettlementoftreatyclaimoftheCitizenPotawatomiNation
againsttheUnitedStates.

ARTICLE 6 – EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Section 1. TheExecutiveOfficersoftheTribeshallbetheChairman,Vice-Chairman,anda
Secretary/Treasurerwhoshallserveforfouryeartermsofofficeanduntiltheirsuccessorshallbe
qualifiedandinstalledinoffice.

Section 2.ItshallbethedutyoftheChairmantopresideatallmeetingsoftheCouncilandthe
BusinessCommitteeandperformalldutiesappertainingtotheoffice,andtheChairmanshallsee
thatthelawsoftheTribearefaithfullyenforced.TheChairmanshallhavegeneralsupervisionof
theaffairsoftheCouncilandoftheBusinessCommittee.TheChairmanmayvetoactsofthe

http://www.acropdf.com


5

BusinessCommittee,whichcanbeoverriddenbya10votemajorityoftheBusinessCommittee,
exclusiveoftheChairman,withinthirty(30)days.

Section 3. TheVice-ChairmanshallperformthedutiesoftheChairmaninhisabsenceorduring
hisincapacitytoactasdefinedbylaw,andshallundertakesuchotherdutiesasmaybeassigned
tohimbytheChairmanorbylaw.

Section 4. TheSecretary/Treasurershallcorrectlyrecordtheproceedingsofallmeetings.He
shallhavecustodyoftherecordsandallpapersoftheCouncil,whichrecordsandpapersshallbe
opentoinspectionduringbusinesshours,inhispresence,byanymemberoftheCouncildesiring
toreadthem.HeshallkeepacorrectlistofallmembersoftheCouncilandacorrectlistofall
enrolledmembersoftheTribe,shallauthenticateallaccountsorordersoftheCouncilandinthe
absenceoftheChairmanandVice-Chairman,shallcallthemeetingstoorderuntilaChairmanpro
temisselected.Heshallrenderawrittenreportattheannualmeeting,andattheexpirationofhis
termofoffice,therecordsandallpapersinhispossessionshallbeturnedovertohissuccessor.
Heshallissuenoticesofallmeetingsandconductallgeneralcorrespondence,asdirectedbythe
CouncilortheBusinessCommittee.

TheSecretary/TreasurershallverifyallmoneysoftheCouncilforanaccurateaccountofreceipts
anddisbursements.TheSecretary/TreasurershallverifyallCouncilmoneysentrustedtohiscare
inoneormoretribalaccountsasmaybeprovidedbylegislationoftheBusinessCommittee,and
shallendorsealldisbursementstherefrom.TheSecretary/Treasurershallrequireanannualaudit
byacompetentindependentCertifiedPublicAccountantofallmoneysoftheCouncil-moneys
formerlyheldintrustbytheBureauofIndianAffairsandsubsequentappreciation-whichshall
besubmittedtotheGeneralCouncilannually.

ARTICLE 7 – BUSINESS COMMITTEE

Section 1.ThereshallbeaBusinessCommittee,hereinaftercalledTribalLegislature,which
shallconsistoftheExecutiveOfficersasprovidedinArticle6,five(5)Legislatorselectedfrom
Oklahoma,andeight(8)LegislatorselectedfromLegislativeDistrictsequallyapportioned,within
30%,bypopulationintheremainingStatesoftheUnitedStates.Legislatorsshallservefour(4)
yeartermsofofficeanduntiltheirsuccessorsshallbequalifiedandinstalledinoffice.

Section 2. SubjecttoanylimitationsinthisConstitution,andexceptforthosepowers
expresslyreservedtotheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncilbythisConstitution,or
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delegatedtoanothertribalentitybythisConstitution,theLegislatureisempoweredtoenact
legislation,transactbusiness,andotherwisespeakoractonbehalfoftheCitizenPotawatomi
NationinallmattersonwhichtheTribeisempoweredtoactnoworinthefutureincludingthe
authoritytohirelegalcounseltorepresenttheTribe,thechoiceofcounselandfixingoffeestobe
subjecttotheapprovaloftheSecretaryoftheInteriorsolongassuchapprovalisrequiredby
Federallaw.

ARTICLE 8 – RECALL

Section 1.TheLegislatureshallenactalawentitled:TheRecallandRemovalAct.This
legislationshallestablishtheprocedurestobefollowedinconsiderationofrecallactions.Said
RecallandRemovalActshallcontainthedefinitionsofmisconductinofficewhichshallsubjecta
tribalofficertoaRecallElection.Thereafter,thisActmaybeamendedorrepealedonlybythe
CitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncilatanelectionconductedpursuanttoArticles9and12
ofthisConstitution.SuchActshallprovidethatnotmorethantworecallproceedingsmaybe
pendingintheTribalCourtatanytime.Arecallproceedingshallnotincludemorethanone
official,unlesstheCourtconsolidatestwoormoreactionsforagoodcauseshown.TheRecall
andRemovalActshallincludethefollowing:

(a)TheCourt,pursuanttotherulesorcivilprocedure,shallhearcomplaintsbroughtby
apersonallegingmisconductinofficebymembersoftheLegislatureorJudicialOfficersof
theTribeTheCourtshallrequire,priortohearinganysuchaction,thatthecomplaining
partypostabondinsuchamountastheCourtshalldeempropertoguaranteethecosts,
damages,andattorneyfeesofthepersoncomplainedofintheeventthattherecallaction
wasfiledwithoutprobablecausetobelievemisconductinofficehadoccurredorthatthe
recallactionwasotherwisefiledinbadfaith.

(b)Inanysuchrecallaction,theCourtshallhavepower,toheartheevidenceofthe
complainingpartyorpartiesandtodeterminewhethertheactoractsofmisconductinoffice
havebeenshownbyclearandconvincingevidencesothatarecallelectionshouldbeheld.If
theCourtdeterminesthataRecallElectionshouldbeheld,atwo-thirds(2/3)majorityof
thosevotinginanelectionheldpursuanttoArticle12,Section9,shallbenecessarytorecall
theofficerfromhisoffice.AnyappealtakenofthejudgmentoftheTrialCourtorderinga
recallelectionshallbeexpeditedbytheSupremeCourt.

Section 2. NopersonmayberecalledpursuanttothisArticleunlessatleast5%ofthe
membersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationCouncilcastballotsintheRecallElection.
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ARTICLE 9 — REMOVAL AND FORFEITURE

Section 1.TheLegislature,andtheSupremeCourtinthecaseofanyjudicialofficers,shall
removeanyofitsmembers,oramemberoftheExecutivebranch,fromofficeformisconductin
office,asdefinedintheRecallandRemovalAct,oruponconvictionofsuchmemberbyany
Courtofcompetentjurisdictionofafelonyorotheroffenseinvolvingdishonestyormoral
turpitude,orifsuchmemberbecomesineligibletoholdhisofficeunderthisconstitution,bya
unanimousvoteoftheremainingmembersofthatbody.

Section 2. Suchremovalactionshallbetakenonlyuponproofbyclearandconvincingevidence
ataformalhearingduringwhichaverbatimtranscriptandrecordoftheproceedingismade,and
atwhichthepartycomplainedofshallhavetherighttonotlessthanthirty(30)daysnotice,the
righttocounselathisownexpense,theopportunitytocrossexaminewitnessesagainsthim,
introduceanyevidenceinhisfavor,andtootherwisebeaccordeddueprocessoflaw.

Section 3. Apersonremovedinsuchaproceedingshallhavetherighttoappealtheremoval
directlytotheSupremeCourtupontherecordestablishedatthehearing.Duringsuchappeal,
whichshallbeexpeditedbytheCourt,theofficershallbedeemedsuspendedbutnotremoved
fromofficeuntilafinaldecisionoftheCourt.ForpurposesofthisArticle,removalofan
ExecutiveOfficerfromtheLegislatureshallalsobedeemedaremovalfromhisExecutiveOffice
whetherornotspecificallystatedintheremovalaction.

ARTICLE 10 – INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM

Section 1.ThemembersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationshallhavetheauthoritytoenact
legislation,consistentwiththisConstitution’sdelegationofspecificpowers,bypetitiontothe
Legislaturebearingthelanguageoftheproposedtriballaw,thesignatures,rollnumbers,and
currentaddressofatleasttenpercent(10%)oftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncil,
provided,thatinthegeneralelectionuponsuchproposedlegislationwhichshallbecalledbythe
Legislaturewithinninety(90)daysofthereceiptofavalidpetition,amajorityofthevoterswho
castballotsinsuchelectionvoteinfavoroftheproposedlegislation.Noticeofsuchreferendum
electionshallbegiventotheregisteredvotersatleastfifteen(15)dayspriortosuchelection.
TheLegislatureshallbeboundbyavoteenactingsuchproposedlegislationintolawfromthe
dateoftheelectionatwhichsuchlegislationwasenacteduntilitexpiresbyitsowntermsoruntil
changedbyvotersatasubsequentelection.
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Section 2.ThemembersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationshallhavetheauthoritytorejectany
legislationactiontakenbytheLegislaturebyreferendumpetitiontotheLegislaturebearingthe
languageofthetriballawsoughttoberejected,thesignatures,rollnumbers,andcurrentaddress
ofatleasttenpercent(10%)oftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncil,provided,thatin
thegeneralelectionuponsuchlegislation,whichshallbecalledbytheLegislaturewithinninety
(90)daysofthereceiptofavalidpetition,amajorityofthevoterswhocastsballotsinsuch
electionvoteagainstthelegislationasenactedbytheLegislature.Noticeofsuchinitiative
electionshallbegiventotheregisteredvotersatleastfifteen(15)dayspriortosuchelection.If
thelegislationisrejectedbysuchvote,thatenactmentisnullandvoidasofthedateof
referendum.

ARTICLE 11 – COURT

Section 1. ThejudicialpoweroftheCitizenPotawatomiNationisherebyvestedinone
SupremeCourtconsistingofseven(7)Justicesandsuchinferiorcourtsasmaybeestablishedby
Triballaw.

Section 2. TheCourtsoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationshallbecourtsofgeneraljurisdiction
andshallfurtherhavejurisdictioninallcasesarisingundertheconstitution,laws,andtreatiesof
theCitizenPotawatomiNation.TheSupremeCourtshallhaveoriginaljurisdictioninsuchcases
asmaybeprovidedbylaw,andshallhaveappellatejurisdictioninallcases.

Section 3. TheTribalCourts,inanyactionbroughtbeforethem,shallhavethepowerofjudicial
review,inappropriatecases,inordertodeclarethatlegislativeenactmentsoftheLegislatureor
theCouncil,areunconstitutionalunderthisConstitutionorprohibitedbyFederalstatutesand
void.Insuchcases,theCourtshallhavetheauthoritytodeclaresuchactvoidandtoissue
injunctiverelief.IncasesinitiatedbytheTribalChairmanpriortoenforcementofalegislative
act,thecourtshallrulepresumingacaseincontroversy.

Section 4. TheSupremeCourtJusticesandTribalCourtJudgesshallbeselectedbythe
LegislatureandconfirmedbytheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncilatageneralelection
calledforthatpurpose,andshallservesix(6)yeartermsanduntiltheirsuccessorbeduly
confirmedandinstalled.Attheexpirationofsuchterm,eachJusticeorJudgemay,athisoption,
beconsideredforreconfirmationtoanewtermbytheCouncil.

Section 5.VacanciesinTribalJudicialOfficesmaybefilledbyappointmentoftheLegislature
fortheremainderoftheunexpiredterm.Suchappointmentshallbevalidfornotmorethanone
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hundredtwenty(120)daysunlesstheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncilconfirmsthe
appointeetocompletetheremainderoftheunexpiredterm.IfnoCitizenPotawatomiNation
IndianCouncilelectioniscalledtoactuponsuchappointmentwithintheonehundredtwenty
(120)dayperiod,theappointmentofthatpersonshallnotberenewed.

ARTICLE 12 – ELECTIONS

Section 1. TheChairman,ViceChairmanandSecretary/Treasurershallbeelectedtoafour(4)
yeartermofofficeanduntiltheirsuccessorsbequalifiedandinstalledinofficebyamajorityvote
atanelectiontobeconductedbysecretballot,withabsenteevoting,onthedateoftheannual
CitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncilmeeting.Allelectionsshallbeconductedpursuantto
anElectionOrdinanceadoptedbytheappropriatelegislationoftheCitizenPotawatomiNation
Legislature.Atthetimeoftheirelectiontheyshallbenotlessthanthirty-five(35)yearsofage,
andresidentsoftheStateofOklahomanotlessthansix(6)monthspriortotakingoffice,andnot
havebeenconvictedofafelonyorotherseriouscrimeinvolvingincarcerationformoralturpitude
inanycourtofcompetentjurisdiction,orhavebeenincarceratedforacrimeformorethansix(6)
monthswithinten(10)yearsprevioustothedateoftheelection,unlesspardoned.

Section 2.Nopersonshallbeallowedtorunfor,orhold,morethanone(1)electedtribal
positionatanyonetime.

Section 3. TheLegislatureservingatthetimeofthisAmendmentshalladoptlegislationwithin
ten(10)daysofadoptionofthisAmendmentdescribingeight(8)LegislativeDistrictsofequal
proportion,within30%,ofmembersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncilliving
outsideofOklahoma.Theyshallbenumberedone(1)througheight(8)forthoseLegislative
DistrictsoutsideoftheStateofOklahomaandnine(9)throughthirteen(13)forthoseLegislators
withintheStateofOklahoma.

Section 4. Inordertoprovideforstaggeredtermsofoffice,inaspecialelectionheldwithin120
daysoftheadoptionofthisAmendmentinwhichthirteen(13)Legislatorswillbeelected,one
(1)Legislator’sfirsttermshallcoinciderespectivelywiththetermofofficeoftheformer
Councilman#1andbothofwhomshall,atthetimeoftheirelectionandthereafter,beresidentsof
theStateofOklahoma.Two(2)Legislators’firsttermshallcoinciderespectivelywiththeterms
ofofficeoftheformerCouncilman#2andallthreeofwhomshall,atthetimeoftheirelectionand
thereafter,beresidentsoftheStateofOklahoma.Four(4)Legislators’firsttermofofficeshall
coincidewiththetermofofficeoftheTribalChairmanandallfour(4)Legislatorsshall,atthe
timeoftheirelectionandthereafter,notberesidentsoftheStateofOklahoma.Four(4)
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Legislators’firsttermofofficeshallcoincidewiththetermsofofficeoftheViceChairmanand
theSecretary/Treasurer,andallfour(4)Legislatorsshall,atthetimeoftheirelectionand
thereafter,notberesidentsoftheStateofOklahoma.BusinessCommitteemembersinofficeat
thetimeofthisAmendmentwillserveouttheirtermsofofficeandmaystandforreelectionat
thenextregularelection.

Section 5. LegislatorswhosefirsttermofofficeexpiresatthesametimeastheTribal
Chairmanshallreside,oneeach,inLegislativeDistricts1,2,3and4.Legislatorswhosefirstterm
ofofficeshallexpireatthesametimeasthetermofofficeastheTribalViceChairmanand
Secretary/Treasurershallreside,oneeach,inLegislativeDistricts5,6,7and8.Legislatorswho
liveinOklahomashalllivebeLegislators9,10,11,12and13.

Section 6. ApportionmentoftheLegislativeDistrictsandanyboundarychangesnecessaryto
reflectreapportionmentshalloccureveryten(10)years,aftertheinitialapportionmentand
boundarydescriptionssetbyappropriatelegislationoftheLegislatureservingatthetimeofthe
adoptionofthisAmendment.

Section 7. Thenewlyelectedofficersshallbeinstalledimmediatelyupontheirelectionorat
suchtimeasmaybeprovidedintheElectionOrdinanceapprovedbytheCouncil,orassoon
thereafterasanyperiodprovidedbylawforachallengetotheelectionhasexpiredorassoon
thereafterasanydisputeregardingtheelectionbefinallyresolvedasprovidedbylaw.

Section 8. TheincumbentofficersasofthedateofadoptionofthisConstitutionshallcontinue
toserveuntilthenormalexpirationoftheirtermsasprovidedforinSection3ofthisArticle,and
theelectionhelduponexpirationofthosetermsshallbethefirstregularelectionheldpursuantto
thisConstitution.

Section 9. SpecialelectionsfortheRecallofTribalOfficialsshallbeconductedonorderofthe
courtbyanindependentElectionBoardtobeestablishedpursuanttoaRecallElectionOrdinance
prescribedbytheLegislatureandconcurredonbytheCouncil,providedthatatleast5%ofthe
membersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncil,mustvoteinorderfortheRecall
Electiontobevalid.OtherspecialelectionsshallbeconductedbytheElectionBoardasrequired
inArticle9orArticle12,oruponrequestbyresolutionoftheLegislature.

ARTICLE 13 – MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL
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Section 1.AnnualmeetingsoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncilshallbeheldon
thelastSaturdayofJuneofeachyearforreceivingreportsandanyotherbusinesswhichmay
comeregularlybeforetheCouncil.ThepurposeoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndian
CouncilmeetingsshallbetogiveinformationandtodiscussanymatterpertainingtotheCitizen
PotawatomiNation.AnyactionstakenwithrespecttotheauthorityreservedtotheCouncilby
thisConstitutionshallbemadeonlybyasubsequentelectionheldinaccordancewith,andwithin
thetimespecifiedintheElectionOrdinance,whichelectionshallbeopentoallmembersofthe
Council.

Section 2.SuchmeetingshallbeheldattheTribalOfficeBuildingdesignatedforthatpurposeat
theCitizenPotawatomiNationCapitalComplexsouthofShawnee,Oklahoma,unlesssome
otherpointunderthejurisdictionoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationisspecificallydesignatedin
thecall.

Section 3.SpecialmeetingsofthecouncilmaybecalledatthediscretionoftheChairman,and
shallbecalledbyhimuponthewrittenrequestofthemajorityoftheLegislatureorthewritten
requestoffivepercent(5%)ofthemembersoftheCouncil.

Section 4. Theprincipalobjectofthespecialmeetingmustbestatedinthecallforsameand
mayincludethewords“andforthediscussionofotherbusinessthatmaybepresented.”Unless
thesewordsareadded,nootherbusinesscanbediscussedexceptfortheobjectstatedinthecall.
AnyactionstakenwithrespecttotheauthorityreservedtotheCouncilbythisConstitution
shallbemadeonlybyasubsequentelectionheldinaccordancewith,andwithinthetime
specifiedin,theelectionordinance,whichelectionshallbeopentoallmembersoftheCouncil.

Section 5. NoticeofmeetingsoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncilshallbegiven
throughallappropriatemeansbytheSecretary/TreasureroftheNationatleastten(10)days
priortothedateofsuchmeeting.

Section 6. TheagendaforeachmeetingoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncilshall
becompiledbytheTribalChairman.Followingcompletionofdiscussiononallagendaitems
othertribalbusinessmaybediscussed,subjecttotherequirementsofSection4ofthisArticle.

Section 7. Asrequired,followingthemeetingsoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndian
Council,theelectionboardshallconductanelectionpursuanttotheelectionordinancetodecide
theissuesapprovedbytheCouncil.
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ARTICLE 14 – MEETINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE

Section 1.TheregularmeetingsoftheLegislatureshallbeheldthelastThursdayinFebruary,
May,August,andNovemberunlessotherwiseprovidedbyresolution.

Section 2. SpecialmeetingsoftheLegislaturemaybecalledbytheChairmanathisdiscretion,
andshallbecalledbyhimuponthewrittenrequestofnine(9)membersoftheLegislature.

ARTICLE 15 – VACANCIES

Section 1.TheChairman,subjecttotheapprovalofthemajorityoftheremainingmembersof
theLegislature,whetherornotthenumberofremainingmemberswouldconstituteaquorum
shallhavetheauthoritytoappointpersonstofillanyvacanciesinanyelectiveofficeonan
interimbasisuntilthenextregularelectionatwhichtimeapersonshallbeelectedtoservethe
remainderoftheunexpiredtermorforanewterminitsregularorderasthecasemaybe.

Section 2. IncaseofvacancyintheofficeofChairman,theVice-Chairmanshallsucceedatonce
totheofficeoftheChairmanuntilthenextregularelectionatwhichtheofficeofChairmanshall
befilledfortheremainderoftheunexpiredtermorforanewterminitsregularorderasthecase
maybe.

Section 3. DuringtheperiodinwhichtheVice-ChairmanservesasChairmanunderthese
circumstances,theVice-Chairman’sofficeshallnotbeconsideredvacantandhe/sheshallreturn
toservetheunexpiredportionofhis/herowntermofoffice(ifany)uponelectionandinstallation
ofaChairman.ShouldtheVice-Chairmanbeelected,tothechairmanship,hisvacancyshallbe
filledaccordingtoArticle12,Section1.

ARTICLE 16 – RIGHTS OF PERSONS

Section 1.TheCitizenPotawatomiNationshallnot:

(a) Makeorenforceanylawprohibitingthefreeexerciseofreligion,orabridgingthe
freedom ofspeech,orofthepress,ortherightofthepeoplepeaceableto
assembleortopetitionforaredressofgrievances.

(b) Violatetherightsofthepeopletobesecureintheirpersons,houses,papers,and
effectsagainstunreasonablesearchesandseizures,norissuewarrants,butupon
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probablecause,supportedbyoathoraffirmation,andparticularlydescribingthe
placetothesearchedandthepersonorthingtobeseized.

(c) Subjectanypersonforthesameoffensetobetwiceputinjeopardy.

(d) Compelanypersoninanycriminalcasetobeawitnessagainsthimself.

(e) Takeanyprivatepropertyforapublicusewithoutjustcompensation.

(f) Denytoanypersoninacriminalproceedingtherighttoaspeedyandpublictrial,
tobeinformedofthenatureandcauseoftheaccusation,tobeconfrontedwiththe
witnessesagainsthim,tohavecompulsoryprocessforobtainingwitnessesinhis
favor,andathisownexpensetohavetheassistanceofcounselforhisdefense.

(g) Requireexcessivebail,imposeexcessivefines,orinflictcruelandunusual
punishment.

(h) Denytoanypersonwithinitsjurisdictiontheequalprotectionofitslawsor
depriveanypersonoflibertyorpropertywithoutdueprocessoflaw.

(i) Passanybillofattainderorexpostfactolaw.

(j) Denytoanypersonaccusedofanoffensepunishablebyimprisonmenttheright,
uponrequest,toatrialbyjuryofnotlessthansix(6)persons.

ARTICLE 17 – QUORUM

Section 1.Nine(9)membersoftheLegislatureshallconstituteaquorumatanymeeting.

Section 2. Fivepercent(5%)ofthemembersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncil
shallconstituteaquorumtotransactbusinessatameeting.Shouldaquorumnotbeachievedata
duly-calledmeetingoftheCouncil,theLegislaturemayinitiateareferendumelectiononany
agendaitemswhichrequireactionbytheCouncilundertheauthorityreservedtoitbythis
constitution.Suchreferendumelectionshallbeconductedpursuanttotheprovisionsofthe
electionordinance.
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ARTICLE 18 – TRIBAL ENACTMENTS

Section 1. AllfinaldecisionsoftheCouncilonconstitutionallydelegatedmattersshallbe
embodiedinresolutionsapprovedbyareferendumelectiontobeheldwithinninety(90)days.
EveryresolutionoftheCouncilshallbeginwiththewords,“Now,thereforebeitresolvedbythe
CounciloftheCitizenPotawatomiNation”.(Added)

Section 2. AllfinaldecisionsoftheLegislatureonmattersoftemporaryinterestormatters
relatingtoparticularcircumstances,officials,orindividualsshallbeembodiedinresolutions.
EveryresolutionoftheLegislatureshallbeginwiththewords,“Now,thereforebeitresolvedby
theLegislatureoftheCitizenPotawatomiNation”.

Section 3. AllfinaldecisionsoftheCounciloftheCitizenPotawatomiNationuponongoing
mattersnecessarytotheorderlyadministrationofitsdelegatedpowersandauthorityshallbe
embodiedinordinances,whichmaybecalledstatutes,approvedbyareferendumelectionheld
withinninety(90)days.Everyordinanceshallbeginwiththewords,“Beitenactedbythe
CounciloftheCitizenPotawatomiNation”.

Section 4. AllfinaldecisionsoftheLegislatureoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationuponongoing
mattersnecessarytotheorderlyadministrationoftribalaffairs,orhavinggeneralorcontinuing
applicationshallbeembodiedinordinances,whichmaybecalledstatutes.Everyordinanceshall
beginwiththewords,“BeitenactedbytheLegislatureoftheCitizenPotawatomiNation”.

ARTICLE 19 – AMENDMENTS

AmendmentsofthisConstitutionmaybeproposedbyaunanimousvoteoftheLegislatureorby
apetitionsignedbythirtypercent(30%)ofthemembersoftheTribalCouncil,shallbe
submittedtoareferendumvoteofthemembersoftheTribe,andshallbeeffectiveifratifiedbya
2/3majorityvoteofthoseregisteringandvotinginanelectioncalledforthatpurposeunderthe
supervisionoftheElectionCommittee.

ARTICLE 20 – SAVINGS CLAUSE

AnypreviousordinancesorresolutionsenactedbytheTribeshallcontinueinfullforceand
effecttotheextenttheyarenotinconflictwiththisConstitutionunlessrevokedoramendedin
thefuture.
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ARTICLE 21 – RATIFICATION

ThisConstitution,whenratifiedbyamajorityvoteofthequalifiedvotersoftheCitizen
PotawatomiNationvotingatanelectioncalledforthatpurpose,inwhichatleastthirtypercent
(30%)ofthoseentitledtovoteshallcasttheirballots,shallbeeffectivefromthedateof
ratification.

COMPARISON OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS WITH CURRENT CONSTITUTION

CURRENT CONSTITUTION PROPOSED CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE3
MEMBERSHIPOFTHETRIBE

Section1(f).
TheBusinessCommitteeshallhavepowerto
prescriberulesandregulations,subjecttothe
approvaloftheSecretaryoftheInteriororhis
authorizedrepresentative,coveringfuture
membershipincludingadoptionsandthelossof
membership.

ARTICLE3
MEMBERSHIPOFTHETRIBE

Section1(f).
TheBusinessCommitteeshallhavepowerto
prescriberulesandregulationscoveringfuture
membershipincludingadoptionsandthelossof
membership,subjecttoconfirmationbyamajority
ofthevotescastforaGeneralCouncilreferendum
containingsuchrulesandregulationsinaregularor
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specialelection.

Section1(g)
NomemberoftheCitizenPotawatomiNationmay
holdmembershipinanyotherIndiantribe.

CURRENTCONSTITUTION PROPOSEDCONSTITUION

ARTICLE4
TRIBALJURISDICTION

Section3.
Thejurisdictionandgovernmentalpowersofthe
CitizenPotawatomiNationshallbeexercisedby
appropriatelegislationenactedbytheTribe,to
establishorprovideforatribaljudicialsystem,a
triballawenforcementagency,andotherappropriate
administrativeagenciesoftheTribe.

ARTICLE4
TRIBALJURISDICTIONAND
GOVERNMENTALPOWERS

Section3.
Thejurisdictionandgovernmentalpowersofthe
CitizenPotawatomiNationshallbeexercisedby
threeseparatebranchesofTribalGovernment:
Legislative,ExecutiveOfficers,andJudicial.All
legislativepowersareembodiedintheTribal
Legislature(alsocalledtheBusinessCommittee),
includingappropriationofalltribalmoneys.All
executivepowersareembodiedintheExecutive,
includingthemanagementofthebusinessofthe
Tribe,supervisionoftribalemployees,enforcement
oftriballaw,andexpenditureofalltribalmoneys.
AlljudicialpowersareembodiedintheJudiciary.
Appropriatelegislationshallbeadoptedtoprovide
foratriballawenforcementagencyandother
appropriateadministrativeagenciesoftheTribe.

CURRENT CONSTITUTION PROPOSEDCONSTITUTION

ARTICLE6
EXECUTIVEOFFICERS

Section2.
ItshallbethedutyoftheChairmantopresideatall
meetingsoftheCouncilandtheBusiness
Committeeandperformalldutiesappertainingto
theoffice,andtheChairmanshallseethatthelaws
oftheTribearefaithfullyenforced.TheChairman
shallhavegeneralsupervisionoftheaffairsofthe
CouncilandoftheBusinessCommittee.

Section3.
TheViceChairmanshallperformthedutiesofthe
Chairmaninhisabsenceorduringhisincapacityto

ARTICLE6
EXECUTIVEOFFICERS

Section2.
ItshallbethedutyoftheChairmantopresideatall
meetingsoftheCouncilandtheBusiness
Committeeandperformalldutiesappertainingto
theoffice,andtheChairmanshallseethatthelaws
oftheTribearefaithfullyenforced.TheChairman
shallhavegeneralsupervisionoftheaffairsofthe
CouncilandoftheBusinessCommittee.The
ChairmanmayvetoactsoftheBusiness
Committee,whichcanbeoverriddenbya10vote
majorityoftheBusinessCommittee,exclusiveof
theChairman,within30days.

Section3.
TheViceChairmanshallperformthedutiesofthe
Chairmaninhisabsenceorduringhisincapacityto
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act,andshallundertakesuchotherdutiesasmaybe
assignedtohimbytheChairmanorbythelaw.

Section4.
…TheSecretary/Treasurershallreceiveandkeepall
moneysoftheCouncilandanaccurateaccountof
receiptsanddisbursements.TheSecretary/Treasurer
shallkeepalltribalmoneysentrustedtohiscarein
oneormoretribalaccountsasmaybeprovidedby
legislationoftheBusinessCommittee,andall
disbursementstherefromshouldbemadebycheck.
Atanytimethatsuchaccount(s)shallamountto
morethan$50.00,heshallfileabondsatisfactoryto
theBusinessCommitteeandtheCommissionerof
IndianAffairs.Thecostofsuchbondshallbepaid
outoftribalmoneys.

actasdefinedbylaw,andshallundertakesuchother
dutiesasmaybeassignedtohimbytheChairman
orbylaw.

Section4.
…TheSecretary/Treasurershallverifyallmoneys
oftheCouncilforanaccurateaccountofreceiptsand
disbursements.TheSecretary/Treasurershallverify
allCouncilmoneysentrustedtohiscareinoneor
moretribalaccountsasmaybeprovidedby
legislationoftheBusinessCommittee,andshall
endorsealldisbursementstherefrom.The
Secretary/Treasurershallrequireanannualauditby
acompetentindependentCertifiedPublic
AccountantofallmoneysoftheCouncil-moneys
formerlyheldintrustbytheBureauofIndianAffairs
andsubsequentappreciation-whichshallbe
submittedtotheGeneralCouncilannually.

CURRENT CONSTITUTION PROPOSEDCONSTITUTION

ARTICLE7
BUSINESSCOMMITTEE

Section1.
ThereshallbeaBusinessCommitteewhichshall
consistoftheExecutiveOfficersasprovidedin
Article6andtwo(2)Councilmenwhoshallserve
forfour(4)yeartermsanduntiltheirsuccessors
shallbequalifiedandinstalledinoffice.

ARTICLE7
BUSINESSCOMMITTEE

Section1.
ThereshallbeaBusinessCommittee,hereinafter
calledTheTribalLegislature,whichshallconsistof
theExecutiveOfficersasprovidedinArticle6,five
(5)LegislatorselectedfromOklahoma,andeight(8)
LegislatorselectedfromLegislativeDistrictsequally
apportioned,within30%,bypopulationinthe
remainingStatesoftheUnitedStates.Legislators
shallservefour(4)yeartermsofofficeanduntiltheir
successorsshallbequalifiedandinstalledinoffice.

CURRENTCONSTITUTION PROPOSEDCONSTITUTION

ARTICLE8
RECALL

Section1.
TheBusinessCommitteeshallenactaRecalland
RemovalOrdinanceestablishingtheproceduresto
befollowedinconsiderationofrecallactions.Said
RecallandRemovalOrdinanceshallcontainthe
definitionsofmisconductinofficewhichshall
subjectatribalofficertoarecallelection.

ARTICLE8
RECALL

Section1.
TheLegislatureshallenactalawentitled:The
RecallandRemovalAct.Thislegislationshall
establishtheprocedurestobefollowedin
considerationofrecallactions.SaidRecalland
RemovalActshallcontainthedefinitionsof
misconductinofficewhichshallsubjectatribal
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Thereafter,thisOrdinancemaybeamendedor
repealedonlybytheCouncilatanelection
conductedpursuanttoArticles10or13ofthis
Constitution.SuchOrdinanceshallprovidethat
notmorethantworecallproceedingsmaybe
pendingintheCourtatanytime.Arecall
proceedingshallnotincludemorethanoneofficial,
unlesstheCourtconsolidatestwoormoreactions
foragoodcauseshown.

(a)ThereshallbeaGrievanceCommitteewhich
shallconsistofthreemembersoftheCitizen
PotawatomiNationIndianCouncil.The
functionoftheGrievanceCommitteeshallbe
toactasafactfindingbodyandtopresent
thefactstothecourtsoftheTribeincasesin
whichtheGrievanceCommitteedetermines
thatthereisprobablycausetobelievethat
misconductinofficehadoccurred.

(1)TheGrievanceCommittee,pursuant
tosuchproceduresasshallbe
providedintheRecallandRemoval
Ordinance,shallhearcomplaintsof
misconductinofficebymembersof
theBusinessCommitteeorJudicial
OfficersoftheTribe.Upon
showingofprobablecausethat
misconductinofficehasoccurred,
theGrievanceCommitteeshallfile
andprosecuteacivilactioninthe
CourtoftheTribetodetermineand
actuponsuchcomplaints,andshall
undertakeothersuchdutiesasit
maybeassignedbyappropriate
triballaw.

(2)Inanyrecallactionfiledbythe
GrievanceCommittee,theCourt,
pursuanttotherulesofcivil
procedures,shallhavepower,to
heartheevidenceandtodetermine
whethertheactoractsof
misconductinofficehavebeen
shownbyclearandconvincing
evidencesothatarecallelection
shouldbeheld.IftheCourt
determinesthatarecallelection
shouldbeheld,atwo-thirds(2/3)
majorityofthosevotinginaspecial

officertoaRecallElection.Thereafter,thisActwill
maybeamendedorrepealedonlybytheCitizen
PotawatomiNationIndianCouncilatanelection
conductedpursuanttoArticles9and12ofthis
Constitution.SuchActshallprovidethatnotmore
thantworecallproceedingsmaybependinginthe
TribalCourtatanytime.Arecallproceedingshall
notincludemorethanoneofficial,unlesstheCourt
consolidatestwoormoreactionsforagoodcause
shown.TheRecallandRemovalActshallinclude
thefollowing

(a)STRIKEENTIREPORTION

(1)STIKEENTIREPORTION

(2)STRIKEENTIREPORTION
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electionheldpursuanttoArticle12,
Section6,shallbenecessaryto
recalltheofficerfromhisoffice.
Anyappealtakenofthejudgmentof
theTrialCourtorderingarecall
electionshallbeexpeditedbythe
SupremeCourt.

(b)IftheGrievanceCommitteerefusestobring
theactionintheCourtafteracomplaintis
broughtbeforethem,thecomplainingparty
mayproceedindividuallypursuanttothis
subparagraph(b)ofthisArticleifheso
desires.Inthealternative,acomplaining
party,inhisdiscretion,maybringan
immediatecourtactionpursuanttohis
subparagraph(b)withoutpreviousactionby
theGrievanceCommittee.

(1)TheCourt,pursuanttotherulesor
civilprocedure,shallhear
complaintsbroughtbyaperson
allegingmisconductinofficeby
membersoftheBusiness
CommitteeorJudicialOfficersof
theTribeTheCourtshallrequire,
priortohearinganysuchaction,
thatthecomplainingpartyposta
bondinsuchamountastheCourt
shalldeempropertoguaranteethe
costs,damages,andattorneyfeesof
thepersoncomplainedofinthe
eventthattherecallactionwasfiled
withoutprobablecausetobelieve
misconductinofficehadoccurredor
thattherecallactionwasotherwise
filedinbadfaith.

(2)Inanysuchrecallaction,theCourt
shallhavepower,tohearthe
evidenceofthecomplainingpartyor
partiesandtodeterminewhetherthe
actoractsofmisconductinoffice
havebeenshownbyclearand
convincingevidencesothatarecall
electionshouldbeheld.Ifthe
Courtdeterminesthatarecall
electionshouldbeheld,atwo-
thirds(2/3)majorityofthosevoting
inanelectionheldpursuantto
Article12,Section6,shallbe

(b)STRIKEENTIREPORTION

(a)TheCourt,pursuanttotherulesorcivil
procedure,shallhearcomplaintsbroughtbya
personallegingmisconductinofficeby
membersoftheLegislatureorJudicialOfficers
oftheTribeTheCourtshallrequire,priorto
hearinganysuchaction,thatthecomplaining
partypostabondinsuchamountastheCourt
shalldeempropertoguaranteethecosts,
damages,andattorneyfeesoftheperson
complainedofintheeventthattherecall
actionwasfiledwithoutprobablecauseto
believemisconductinofficehadoccurredor
thattherecallactionwasotherwisefiledinbad
faith.
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necessarytorecalltheofficerfrom
hisoffice.Anyappealtakenofthe
judgmentoftheTrialCourt
orderingarecallelectionshallbe
expeditedbytheSupremeCourt.

Section2.
NopersonmayberecalledpursuanttothisArticle
unlessatleaseonehundredfifty(150)personscast
ballotsintherecallelection.

Section3.
GrievanceCommitteemembersmayberecalled
fromofficeaccordingtothesamerulesand
proceduresestablishedintheRecallandRemoval
OrdinanceexceptthattheBusinessCommitteeshall
actinthecapacityoftheGrievanceCommitteein
suchcases.

(b)Inanysuchrecallaction,theCourtshallhave
power,toheartheevidenceofthecomplaining
partyorpartiesandtodeterminewhetherthe
actoractsofmisconductinofficehavebeen
shownbyclearandconvincingevidenceso
thatarecallelectionshouldbeheld.Ifthe
CourtdeterminesthataRecallElectionshould
beheld,atwo-thirds(2/3)majorityofthose
votinginanelectionheldpursuanttoArticle
12,Section9,shallbenecessarytorecallthe
officerfromhisoffice.Anyappealtakenofthe
judgmentoftheTrialCourtorderingarecall
electionshallbeexpeditedbytheSupreme
Court.

Section2.
NopersonmayberecalledpursuanttothisArticle
unlessatleast5%ofthemembersoftheCitizen
PotawatomiNationCouncilcastballotsinthe
RecallElection.

Section3.STRIKEENTIRESECTION

CURRENT CONSTITUTION PROPOSEDCONSTITUTION

ARTICLE10
INITIATIVEANDREFERENDUM

Section1.
ThemembersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNation
shallhavetheauthoritytoenactlegislation
consistentwiththisConstitutionbypetitiontothe
BusinessCommitteebearingthelanguageofthe
proposedtriballaw,thesignatures,rollnumbers,
andcurrentaddressofatleasttenpercent(10%)of
theCitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncil,
residingintheCountiesofPottawatomie,
Seminole,Pontotoc,McClain,Oklahoma,Lincoln,
Cleveland,Okfuskee,StateofOklahoma,provided,
thatinthegeneralelectionuponsuchproposed
legislationwhichshallbecalledbytheBusiness
Committeewithinninety(90)daysofthereceiptof

ARTICLE10
INITIATIVEANDREFERENDUM

Section1.
ThemembersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNation
shallhavetheauthoritytoenactlegislation,
consistentwiththisConstitution’sdelegationof
specificpowers,bypetitiontotheLegislature
bearingthelanguageoftheproposedtriballaw,the
signatures,rollnumbers,andcurrentaddressofat
leasttenpercent(10%)oftheCitizenPotawatomi
NationIndianCouncil,provided,thatinthegeneral
electionuponsuchproposedlegislationwhichshall
becalledbytheLegislaturewithinninety(90)days
ofthereceiptofavalidpetition,amajorityofthe
voterswhocastballotsinsuchelectionvoteinfavor
oftheproposedlegislation.Noticeofsuch
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avalidpetition,amajorityofthevoterswhocast
ballotsinsuchelectionvoteinfavoroftheproposed
legislation.Noticeofsuchreferendumelectionshall
begiventotheregisteredvotersatleastfifteen(15)
dayspriortosuchelection.TheBusiness
Committeeshallbeboundbyavoteenactingsuch
proposedlegislationintolawfromthedateofthe
electionatwhichsuchlegislationwasenacteduntil
itexpiresbyitsowntermsoruntilchangedby
votersatasubsequentelection.

Section2.
ThemembersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNation
shallhavetheauthoritytorejectanylegislation
actiontakenbytheBusinessCommitteeby
referendumpetitiontotheBusinessCommittee
bearingthelanguageofthetriballawsoughttobe
rejected,thesignatures,rollnumbers,andcurrent
addressofatleasttenpercent(10%)oftheCitizen
PotawatomiNationIndianCouncilresidingwithin
theCountiesofPottawatomie,Seminole,Pontotoc,
McClain,Oklahoma,Lincoln,Cleveland,Okfuskee,
StateofOklahoma,provided,thatinthegeneral
electionuponsuchlegislationwhichbecalledby
theBusinessCommitteewithinninety(90)daysof
thereceiptofavalidpetition,amajorityofthe
voterswhocastsballotsinsuchelectionvote
againstthelegislationasenactedbytheBusiness
Committee.Noticeofsuchinitiativeelectionshall
begiventotheregisteredvotersatleastfifteen(15)
dayspriortosuchelection.Ifthelegislationis
rejectedbysuchvote,thatenactmentisnulland
voidasofthedateofreferendum.

referendumelectionshallbegiventotheregistered
votersatleastfifteen(15)dayspriortosuch
election.TheLegislatureshallbeboundbyavote
enactingsuchproposedlegislationintolawfromthe
dateoftheelectionatwhichsuchlegislationwas
enacteduntilitexpiresbyitsowntermsoruntil
changedbyvotersatasubsequentelection.

Section2.
ThemembersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNation
shallhavetheauthoritytorejectanylegislation
actiontakenbytheLegislaturebyreferendum
petitiontotheLegislaturebearingthelanguageof
thetriballawsoughttoberejected,thesignatures,
rollnumbers,andcurrentaddressofatleastten
percent(10%)oftheCitizenPotawatomiNation
IndianCouncil,provided,thatinthegeneral
electionuponsuchlegislation,whichshallbecalled
bytheLegislaturewithinninety(90)daysofthe
receiptofavalidpetition,amajorityofthevoters
whocastsballotsinsuchelectionvoteagainstthe
legislationasenactedbytheLegislature.Noticeof
suchinitiativeelectionshallbegiventothe
registeredvotersatleastfifteen(15)dayspriorto
suchelection.Ifthelegislationisrejectedbysuch
vote,thatenactmentisnullandvoidasofthedate
ofreferendum.

CURRENT CONSTITUTION PROPOSEDCONSTITUTION

ARTICLE12
ELECTIONS

Section1.
TheChairman,ViceChairman,Secretary/Treasurer
andtwo(2)Councilmanshallbeelectedforafour
(4)yeartermofofficeanduntiltheirsuccessorsbe
qualifiedandinstalledinofficebyamajorityvoteat
anelectiontobeconductedbysecretballot,with
absenteevoting,onthedateoftheannualCitizen
PotawatomiNationIndianCouncilmeeting.All
electionsshallbeconductedpursuanttoanElection
Ordinanceadoptedbytheappropriatelegislationof
theCitizenPotawatomiNationBusiness
Committee.Atthetimeoftheirelectiontheyshall
be:amemberoftheCitizenPotawatomiNation

ARTICLE12
ELECTIONS

Section1.
TheChairman,ViceChairmanand
Secretary/Treasurershallbeelectedtoafour(4)year
termofofficeanduntiltheirsuccessorsbequalified
andinstalledinofficebyamajorityvoteatan
electionto
beconductedbysecretballot,withabsenteevoting,
onthedateoftheannualCitizenPotawatomiNation
IndianCouncilmeeting.Allelectionsshallbe
conductedpursuanttoanElectionOrdinance
adoptedbytheappropriatelegislationoftheCitizen
PotawatomiNationLegislature.Atthetimeoftheir
electiontheyshallbenotlessthanthirty-five(35)
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IndianCouncil,notlessthantwenty-one(21)years
ofage,residewithintheCountiesofPottawatomie,
Seminole,Pontotoc,McClain,Oklahoma,Lincoln,
ClevelandorOkfuskee,StateofOklahoma,andnot
havebeenconvictedofafelonyorothercrime
involvingmoralturpitudeinanycourtofcompetent
jurisdictionwithinten(10)yearsprevioustothe
dateoftheelection,unlesspardoned.

Section2.
Nopersonshallbeallowedtorunfor,orhold,more
thanone(1)electedtribalpositionatanyonetime.

Section3.
Inordertoprovideforstaggeredtermsofoffice,in
thenextregularelection,followingtheadoptionof
thisAmendment(April,1989),theCouncilman#2
positionshallbefilledin1989foratwo(2)year
termto1991,andthereafterforfour(4)yearterms;
TheCouncilman#1positionshallbefilledin1989
forathree(3)yeartermto1992,andthereafterfor
four(4)yearterms;in1989andthereafterthe
Chairman’spositionshallbefilledforfour(4)year
terms;andin1990andthereafter,theVice-
ChairmanandSecretary/Treasurerpositionsshallbe
filledforfour(4)yearterms.TheGrievance
Committeemembersshallcontinuetobeelectedfor
two(2)yeartermsofofficeinthesamesequenceas
ineffectatthetimethisAmendmentisadopted.

Section4.
Thenewlyelectedofficersshallbeinstalled
immediatelyupontheirelectionoratsuchtimeas
maybeprovidedintheElectionOrdinanceapproved
bytheCouncil,orassoonthereafterasanyperiod
providedbylawforachallengetotheelectionhas
expiredorassoonthereafterasanydisputeregarding
theelectionbefinallyresolvedasprovidedbylaw.

yearsofage,andresidentsoftheStateofOklahoma
notlessthansix(6)monthspriortotakingoffice,
andnothavebeenconvictedofafelonyorother
seriouscrimeinvolvingincarcerationformoral
turpitudeinanycourtofcompetentjurisdiction,or
havebeenincarceratedforacrimeformorethansix
(6)monthswithinten(10)yearsprevioustothe
dateoftheelection,unlesspardoned.

Section2.
Nopersonshallbeallowedtorunfor,orhold,more
thanone(1)electedtribalpositionatanyonetime.

Section3.
TheLegislatureservingatthetimeofadoptionof
thisAmendmentshalladoptlegislationwithinten
(10)daysofadoptionofthisAmendmentdescribing
eight(8)LegislativeDistrictsofequalproportion,
within30%,ofmembersoftheCitizenPotawatomi
NationIndianCouncillivingoutsideofOklahoma.
Theyshallbenumberedone(1)througheight(8)
forthoseLegislativeDistrictsoutsideoftheStateof
Oklahomaandnine(9)throughthirteen(13)for
thoseLegislatorswithintheStateofOklahoma.

Section4.
Inordertoprovideforstaggeredtermsofoffice,ina
specialelectionheldwithin120daysofthe
adoptionofthisAmendmentinwhichthirteen(13)
Legislatorswillbeelected,one(1)Legislator’sfirst
termshallcoinciderespectivelywiththetermof
officeoftheformerCouncilman#1andbothof
whomshall,atthetimeoftheirelectionand
thereafter,beresidentsoftheStateofOklahoma.
Two(2)Legislators’firsttermshallcoincide
respectivelywiththetermsofofficeoftheformer
Councilman#2andallthreeofwhomshall,atthe
timeoftheirelectionandthereafter,beresidentsof
theStateofOklahoma.Four(4)Legislators’first
termofofficeshallcoincidewiththetermofofficeof
theTribalChairmanandallfour(4)Legislators
shall,atthetimeoftheirelectionandthereafter,not
beresidentsoftheStateofOklahoma.Four(4)
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Section5.
Theincumbentofficersasofthedateofadoptionof
thisConstitutionshallcontinuetoserveuntilthe
normalexpirationoftheirtermsasprovidedforin
Section3ofthisArticle,andtheelectionheldupon
expirationofthosetermsshallbethefirstregular
electionheldpursuanttothisConstitution.

Section6.
SpecialelectionsfortherecallofTribalOfficials
shallbeconductedbyanindependentElection
Board,tobeestablishedpursuanttoanElection
OrdinanceprescribedbytheBusinessCommittee
andconcurredonbytheCouncil,onorderofthe
Courtprovidedthatatleaseonehundredfifty(150)
personsmustvoteinorderfortherecallelectionto
bevalid.Otherspecialelectionsshallbeconducted
bytheElectionBoardasrequiredinArticle10or
Article13oruponrequestbyresolutionofthe
BusinessCommittee.

Legislators’firsttermofofficeshallcoincidewith
thetermsofofficeoftheViceChairmanandthe
Secretary/Treasurer,andallfour(4)Legislators
shall,atthetimeoftheirelectionandthereafter,not
beresidentsoftheStateofOklahoma.Legislative
membersinofficeatthetimeoftheadoptionofthis
Amendmentwillserveouttheirtermsofofficeand
maystandforreelectionatthenextregularelection.

Section5.
Legislatorswhosefirsttermofofficeexpiresatthe
sametimeastheTribalChairmanshallreside,one
each,inLegislativeDistricts1,2,3and4.
Legislatorswhosefirsttermofofficeshallexpireat
thesametimeasthetermofofficeastheTribalVice
ChairmanandSecretary/Treasurershallreside,one
each,inLegislativeDistricts5,6,7
and8.LegislatorswholiveinOklahomashallbe
Legislators9,10,11,12and13.

Section6.
ApportionmentoftheLegislativeDistrictsandany
boundarychangesnecessarytoreflect
reapportionmentshalloccureveryten(10)yearsafter
theinitialapportionmentandboundarydescriptions
byappropriatelegislationoftheLegislatureserving
atthetimeoftheadoptionofthisAmendment.

Section7.
Thenewlyelectedofficersshallbeinstalled
immediatelyupontheirelectionoratsuchtimeas
maybeprovidedintheElectionOrdinanceapproved
bytheCouncil,orassoonthereafterasanyperiod
providedbylawforachallengetotheelectionhas
expiredorassoonthereafterasanydisputeregarding
theelectionbefinallyresolvedasprovidedbylaw.

Section8.
Theincumbentofficersasofthedateofadoptionof
thisConstitutionshallcontinuetoserveuntilthe
normalexpirationoftheirtermsasprovidedforin
Section3ofthisArticle,andtheelectionheldupon
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expirationofthosetermsshallbethefirstregular
electionheldpursuanttothisConstitution.

Section9.
SpecialelectionsfortheRecallofTribalOfficials
shallbeconductedonorderoftheCourtbyan
independentElectionBoard,tobeestablished
pursuanttoanElectionOrdinanceprescribedbythe
LegislatureandconcurredonbytheCouncil,
providedthatatleast5%ofthemembersofthe
CitizenPotawatomiNationIndianCouncil,must
voteinorderfortheRecallElectiontobevalid.
Otherspecialelectionsshallbeconductedbythe
ElectionBoardasrequiredinArticle9orArticle
12,oruponrequestbyresolutionoftheLegislature.

CURRENTCONSTITUTION PROPOSEDCONSTITUTION

ARTICLE18
TRIBALENACTMENTS

Section1.
AllfinaldecisionsoftheCouncilonmattersof
temporaryinterestormattersrelatingtoparticular
circumstances,officials,ofindividualsshallbe
embodiedinresolutions.Everyresolutionofthe
Councilshallbeginwiththewords,“Nowtherefore
beitresolvedbytheCounciloftheCitizen
PotawatomiNation;”.

Section3.
AllfinaldecisionsoftheCounciloftheCitizen
PotawatomiNationuponongoingmattersnecessary
totheorderlyadministrationoftribalaffairs,or
havinggeneralorcontinuingapplicationshallbe
embodiedinordinances,whichmaybecalled
statutes.EveryOrdinanceshallbeginwiththe
words,“BeitenactedbytheCounciloftheCitizen
PotawatomiNation:”.

ARTICLE19
AMENDMENTS

AmendmentsofthisConstitutionmaybeproposed
byamajorityoftheBusinessCommitteeorbya
petitionsignedbythirtypercent(30%)oftheadult
membersoftheTribe,andifapprovedbythe

ARTICLE18
TRIBALENACTMENTS

Section1.
AllfinaldecisionsoftheCouncilon
constitutionallydelegatedmattersshallbeembodied
inresolutionsapprovedbyareferendumelectionto
beheldwithinninety(90)days.Everyresolutionof
theCouncilshallbeginwiththewords,“Now
thereforebeitresolvedbytheCounciloftheCitizen
PotawatomiNation”.

Section3.
AllfinaldecisionsoftheCounciloftheCitizen
PotawatomiNationuponongoingmattersnecessary
totheorderlyadministrationofitsdelegatedpowers
shallbeembodiedinordinances,whichmaybe
calledstatutes,approvedbyareferendumelection
heldwithinninety(90)days.Everyordinanceshall
beginwiththewords,“Beitenactedbythe
CounciloftheCitizenPotawatomiNation”.

ARTICLE19
AMENDMENTS

AmendmentsofthisConstitutionmaybeproposed
byaunanimousvoteoftheLegislatureorbya
petitionsignedbythirtypercent(30%)ofthe
membersoftheTribalCouncil,shallbesubmitted
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SecretaryoftheInterior,shallbesubmittedtoa
referendumvoteofthemembersoftheTribe,and
shallbeeffectiveifratifiedbyamajorityvote.

toareferendumvoteofthemembersoftheTribe,
andshallbeeffectiveifratifiedbya2/3majority
voteofthoseregisteringandvotinginanelection
calledforthatpurposeunderthesupervisionofthe
ElectionCommittee.

ARTICLE21
RATIFICATION

ThisConstitution,whenapprovedbythesecretary
oftheinteriorandratifiedbyamajorityvoteofthe
qualifiedvotersoftheCitizenPotawatomiNation
votingatanelectioncalledforthatpurposebythe
SecretaryoftheInterior,inwhichatleastthirty
percent(30%)ofthoseentitledtovoteshallcast
theirballots,shallbeeffectivefromthedateof
ratification.

ARTICLE21
RATIFICATION

ThisConstitution,whenratifiedbyamajorityvote
ofthequalifiedvotersoftheCitizenPotawatomi
Nationvotingatanelectioncalledforthatpurpose,
inwhichatleastthirtypercent(30%)ofthose
entitledtovoteshallcasttheirballots,shallbe
effectivefromthedateofratification.
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